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Nolan Ryan

Born in Refugio, Texas, the
youngest of six children to
Father Lynn Nolan Ryan and
Mother Martha Lee Hancock.

January 31, 1947

Ryan graduates from high
school and signs with the
New York Mets organization,
playing for their minor
league team throughout 1966.

June 28, 1965

Marries Ruth Holdorff, who
are now sharing 50+ years of
marriage and have three
children together, sons
Reese and Reid and daughter
Wendy.

June 26, 1967

Becomes a pitcher with the
Mets’ major league team.

1968 - 1971

The Mets win the 1969 
World Series, four games
to one, against the AL
Baltimore Orioles. Ryan 
contributed by saving 
game three in the series
with 2 1/3 innings of
shoutout relief pitching, 
however; this would end
up being his only World
Series appearance of his 
career.

October 11-16, 1969



1970

1990

1980

Ryan pitches for the Angels. 
In this time, He achieves:
- two no hitters against the
Royals on May 15, 1973, and the
Tigers on June 15, 1973
- one no hitter against the
Twins on Sept 28, 1974
- and another against the
Orioles on June 1, 1975.

1971-1979

Ryan pitches for the Astros. 
In the years 1987 and 1988, 
Ryan would be During this 
year, Ryan would be the 
oldest pitcher ever to lead 
his league in strikeouts.

1979-1988

Ryan breaks Walter 
Johnson’s career strikeout
record of 3,509, which had
stood since 1927.

April 27, 1983

Ryan posts his 250th career
victory‚ allowing one hit
in 6 innings as the Astros
beat the Cubs 7-1.

August 27, 1986

The Rangers sign Ryan as 
a free-agent pitcher for a 
one-year contract.

December 7, 1988

 the California Angels trade
Jim Fregosi to the Mets for 
4 players, including Nolan 
Ryan.

December 10, 1971 

The Astros sign Ryan as a
reentry free agent, to a
four-year contract. The 
offer of $4.5 million made
Ryan the highest paid player
in the major league (at that
time).

November 19, 1979

Ryan no-hits the Dodgers,
becoming the only ML
pitcher to reach 5 career
no hitters.

September 26, 1981

Ryan becomes the first
pitcher to record 4,000
strikeouts, fanning Danny
Heep in the 6th inning of
Houston's win over the Mets.

July 11, 1985

Ryan passes the 200 strikeout
barrier for a ML-record 11th
time.

August 27, 1987

Ryan pitches for the Rangers. 
In those years, he’d strike out 
more batters than anyone else
in the American League – 736.

1988-1993 

Achieved career strikeout 
number 5,000.

August 22, 1989



1990

2010

2000

Wins his 300th game in the 
major leagues.

July 31, 1990 

 

ryan’s fastball hits Chicago
batter Robin Ventura in
the arm. Ventura storms
the mound to accost Ryan,
but Ryan retaliates by
putting the batter in a
headlock and punching the
top of his head. Afterwards,
Ventura is ejected from
the game and Ryan is
allowed to stay.

August 4, 1993 

Texas Rangers and Houston
Astros retire Ryan's #34. He 
is the only player in major 
league history to have his 
uniform retired by three 
different teams

1996

Ryan is elected to the 
baseball’s Hall of Fame on his 
first year of eligibility, and 
it is the first time since 1936 
that three players are 
elected simultaneously on 
their first try. Later on July 
25, 1999, Ryan along with 
George Brett‚ Robin Yount‚ and 
Orlando Cepeda‚ are inducted 
into the Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown.

January 5, 1999

 Ryan pitches his 
unprecedented 6th career
no-hitter – he is the first
to pitch a no-hitter for 3 
different teams‚ and the 
first to throw a no-hitter
in 3 different decades.

June 11, 1990  

Shuts down Toronto to
record his 7th no-hitter,
while battling several
ailments (sore Achilles
tendon, constant back
pain, and a
cracked-skinned, bloody 
right middle finger)

May 1, 1991

Ryan tears his ulnar
collateral ligament in
his right elbow in the
first inning against
Seattle. Later he
described, “I heard the
ligament pop like a
rubber band. There’s no
way I’ll ever be able to
throw again. My body is
telling me it’s time to
move on and do something
else.” This would be the
27th and final season in
the major leagues; and
he retires with 5,714
strikeouts and 50
additional major league records.

September 22, 1993 

The Angels retire Ryan’s #30.

1992



2010

2000

Ryan is named president
of the Texas Rangers,
becoming the first Hall
of Fame player to be the
top executive at a major
league franchise since
Christy Mathewson with
the Boston Braves. He
later retired from this
position on Halloween
of 2013.

February, 2008


